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Agenda

ÅSpecial libraries state of affairs in 
developing countries

ÅUganda: What exactly is on the ground?

ÅCurrent trends in information management 
in developing countries

ÅFast Tracking !

ÅCall to action



Definitions

ÅDeveloping nations

ÅSpecial libraries



Uganda at a glance

ÅClassified as developing nation

ÅAverage income: $500 (USA: $45.000)

ÅLife expectancy: 52.7 years (USA: 78.1)

ÅMedian age: 15 years (USA: 36.7)

ÅUgandaôs economy is growing, mainly the 
services sector



ñDire state of affairò

ÅJournal subscriptions are almost non existence. 

ÅShelves almost empty

ÅTradition publishing and distribution mechanisms 
have failed tragically. 

ÅResource Centers holding numerous copies of 
single documents.

ÅResearch literature, feasibility studies, reports, 
presented conference papers, remain locked in 
cupboard of technical officers.



ÅMost Resource Centers lack Online Public 
Access Catalogs (OPAC) 

ÅLimited attempt to integrate the holdings 
of the libraries to respective WebPages 
which are also not regularly updated.

ÅA lot of research and reports of local 
content held in these libraries remain  
inaccessible 

ÅInter - library lending is minimal 


